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THE 

Charge of the Commons of Exgland, 
2D "AGAINST ER 

CHARLES STUART 

King of ENGLAND, ; 


High Treaſon, and other High Crimes, Exhibi. 
ted to the High Court of Juſtice, Saturday, Jr. 
 nuary 20th. 1648. 


The Court being fate, and the Priſoner at the Bar, Mr. Cook 
Solicitor General , ſpake thus ; My Lord, in behalf of the 
Commons of England, avd of all the People thereof, I do Ac- - 
caſe Charles Stuart, here preſent, of High Treaſon, and High 
Miſdemeanors: And 1 do in the Name of the Commons of 

England, defire the Charge may be read unto Him: Whi 
the Clerk then read, as followeth. wes 


England, and therein truſted with £ limited Power, 
- to'Govern by, and according to the Laws of the Lapd, 

and not otherwiſe : And by his Truſt, Oath , and Of- 
_ fice, being obliged to uſe the Power committed to Him, For t 
Good and Benefit of the People , and for the Preſervation of 
their Rights ans Liberties : Tet nevertheleſs, aut of 4 wicked 
Deſign, /oeret# and uphold in Himſelf an Unlizitcd and Tyras- 
nical Tower, to Rule according toHwts' Will, and to overthrow 
the Rights and Liberties -of - People : Nea, to take away, and 

q 2 make 


i 1: the {aid Charles Stuart, being admitted K, ing of 


x" _ | 
make void the Foundations thereof, and of all Reareſs and Re- 
medy of Miſ-2overnment, which by the fundamental Conſtitutions 
of this Kingdom, were reſerved on the Peoples behalf , in the 
Right and Power of frequent and ſucceſſive Parliaments, or Na- 
tional Meetings in Councel : He, the ſaid Charles Stuart, for ac- 
compliſhment of ſuch his Deſigns, and for the Proteiting of Him- 
' ſelf and his Adherents, in His and Their wicked Practices to the 
ſame Ends, hath Trayteroufly and Maliciouſly levyed War againſt 
the pxeſent Parliament, and the People therein repreſented. 
Particularly, upon or about the thirticth day of June, in the 
year of our Lord, one thouſand ſix hundred forty and two, at Be: 
verly, iz the County of York : And upon,. or about the thirtieth 
aay of July, in the year aforeſaia,. in the County of the City of 
Fork -' And npoz, ar about the twenty fourth day of Auguſt , mn 
the ſame year , at the County of the Town. of Notting- 
ham ( when, and where He ſet up His. Standard of War ; 
And alſo on, or about the twenty third day of October, in the 
ſame vear, at Edg-hill , ad Keinton-field, i» the County of 
Warwick : And upon, . or about the thirtieth day of November; 
in the [ame year, at Brainchford, iz the County of Middleſex : 
And upon, or about the thirtieth day of Auguſt, in the year of our 
Lord; one thouſand ſix hundred forty and three, at Caveſham- 
Bridge, zear Reding, i» the County of Berks : And upon, or 
about the thirtieth day of October, . in the year laſt mentioned, at, 
or near the City-of Glocelter : And upon; or about thirtieth day 
of November, . in the year laſt mentioned , at Newbery in the 
County of” Berks : And upon, or about the one and thirtieth day ' 
of July, in the year of our Lord, one thouſand fix hundred fourty 
aud four, at Cropredy-Bridge, in the County of Oxon : And up- 
on, or about the thirtieth day of September, in the year laſt men- 
tioned, at Bodmin, and other places near adjacent, in the County 
Cornwal - And upon, or about the thirtierh day of November, 
in the year laſt mentioned, at Newbery aforeſaid : And upon, or 
about the eighth day of June, inthe year of our Lord, one thou« 
fand fix hundred forty and five, at the Town of Leiceſter : And 
allo, upon the fourteenth day of the ſame Month, in the ſame year, 
| at 
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4: Nafeby:field, i» the Connty of Northampton..- At which ſe-: 
veral Times and Places, or moſt of them, and at many other places 
_ inthis Land. at ſeveral other times, within the years aforemen- 
tioned : And inthe year of our Lord, one thouſand fix \huadred 
fourty and ſix, He the [aid Charles Stuart, hath cauſed aud pro- 
cured many thouſands of the free-People of the Nation to be ſlain ; 
and by Diviſions, Parties, and Inſurre&ions, within this. Land, 
by Invaſions from Foraign parts, endeavoured and procured by Him, 
and by many other evil ways and means. He the ſaid Charles 
"Stuart, hath zot only maintain'd and carried - 0» the ſaid War, 
both by Land and Sea, during the years before mentioned; _ but 
alſo hath renewed, or cauſed to be renewed, the ſaid War againſt 
the Parliament, and good People of this Nation, . iz this preſent 
year, one thouſand ſix hundred forty and eight, in the Counties 
of Kent, Eſſex, Surrey, Suſſex, Middleſex, aud many other 
Counties and Places in England and Wales , and alſo by Sex; 
And particularly, He the ſaid Charles Stuart, hath for that purpoſe, 
Given Commiſſions to his Son, the Prince, ' and others; where- 
by, Beſides multitudes of other Perſons, many ſuch, as were 
the Parliament Intruſted and Imployed, for the ſafety of the:Na- 
tion ; being by Him'or His Agents corrupted ; to the- betraying of 
their Truſt, and revolting from the Parliament, have'had: Enter- 
tainment and Commiſſion, for the continuing, and-renewimng of War 
«vd Hoſtility, againſt-the ſaid Parliament and People, as. afore- 
ſaid. © By which Cruel and Unnatual Wars by Him , the ſaid 
Charles Stuart, - Levyed, Continued, and\Renewea, as. foreſaid, 
much Innocent Blood of theFree-People of this Nation-hath been 
Spilt ; many Families have bee undone, the Publick Treaſury 
Waſted and Exhauſted, Trade obſtrutted , and miſerably de- 
cayed ; vaſt Expence and Damage to the Nation incurred , and 
many parts of the Land ſpoiled, ſome of them even to Deſolation. 
And for further proſecution of His ſaid Evil Deligns, He , the 
ſaid Charles Stuart, doth ftill continue His Commiſſions to the 
ſaid Prince, and other Rebels and Revolters, both Engliſh and 
Forraigners ; and to the Earl of Ormond, ayd to the Iriſh Re- 
bels and Revolters, aſſociated with Him ; from whom further In- 
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wpon this Land are threatned, upon the procurggyent, and 
onthe behilf of the ſaid Charles Stuart. | 

All which wicked Deſigns, Wars, and evil PraFices of Him, 
the ſaid Charles Stuart, have been and are carried on, for the ad- 
vamcing and upholding of the Perſonal Intereſt of Will and Power, 
«14 pretended Prerogative.to Himſelf and his Family, againſt the 
pablick Intereft, Common-Ripht, Liberty, Juſtice, and Peace of 
the IT” of this Nation, by," aud for whom he was entrufted, 15 

oreſatd. | 
9 all which it > 29m ve, that He, the ſaid Charles Stuart hath 
been, and is the Occafioner, Author , and Contriver of the ſaid 
Unnutural, Cruel, and Bloody Wars, and therein guilty of all the 
Treaſons, Murthers, Rapines, Burnings , Spoils, Deſolations, 
Damage and Miſchief to this Nation, afted or committed in the 
It wad Wows, or occaſioned there 

Andthe [aid Joha-Cook, by Proteftation [aving on the behalf 
of the People of England, the liberty of Exhibiting at any time 
hereafter, any other Charge againſt the ſaid Charles Stuart ; and 
alſo of rephing to the Anſwers which the ſaid Charles Stuart fball 
make to the Premiſes, or any of them, or any other Chayoe that 
[ball be ſo Exhibited) doth, for the ſaid Trealons and Crimes, 
on the behalf of the ſaid People of England , Impeach the ſaid 
Charles Stuart, «s « Tyrant, Traytor, Murtherer, and « pub- 
lick, and _— Enemy #0 the Common wealth of England : 
all prey, That the ſaid Charles Stuart, King of England, may 
be put to. anſwer All and Every the Premiſes , That ſuch Proceed- 
mgs, Examinations, Tryals, Sentence, and Judgement may be 
Yhereupon had, or (ball be agreeuble to Fuſtice. | 


A Perfeft 


NARRATIVE. 


Of the whole 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF. THE 


High Court of Juſtice | 


inthe Tryal of the Kins in V Veſtmin- 
minfter-Hall, Saturday Jan, 20, 1648. 


\ T the High Court of Jultice fitting in the Great Hall at Wef- 


minſter, Serjant Bradſhaw Lord - Preſid 
- venty Members preſent, {Q-Xee] made, Comman- 


Thea of the Commons in Parliament. (for the Tryal of AD 
neo EL CEOT WS, and each Member rikng vp Jr 
Was Ca 


The King came into the Court ( with His Hat on) the Serjant uſher'd him in 
with the Mace : Coll. Hacker, and about thirty Officers and Gentlemen 
more, £4 4s by Guard. | 


Lord Prefiden, CHARLES STUART Xing of 
moore, A. fa aſſembled in Parliament, being 
have been brought ppon this Nation, and 
pag —"w68; that hath been ſhed' in this. Nation, whil: 
$0700 85 the Author of It 3 and according to that duty which they 

OWE 


—__ 


and about Se- - 
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4 | Lord Preſident. 
. hinted to youMby.the Court, at your firſt coming hither, you would have 


g (8) 
owe to God, to the Nation, WP themſelves ; -and according to that 
Power and Fundamental Truſt that is repoſed in them by the People, 
have conſtituted this High Court of Juſtice, 'before which you are now 
-rought;-and-youareto hear your Charge, upon which the Court will 
roceed. 
- Mr. Cook Soltcitor General. My Lord, in behalf of the Commons of 
England, and of all the People thereof, I do accuſe Charles Stuart, here 
pr of High,Treaſon, and high Miſdemeanors ; and I do, in the 
Nate of, the Contmons of England, defire the Charge may be read un- 


- 


to him. ©, 
--King. Hold a little. 0 
Lord Preſident. Sir, the.Cqurt.commands the Charge to be read, if 


you have any thing to ſay afterwards, you may be heard. 


of x... "= ; The Charge.read, >" Rat 2 
The King ſmiled often during the time, eſpecially at theſe words, Tyrant, 
Traytor, Murderer, and publick, Enemy of the Commonwealth. 
Lorg. Preſident. Sir, you have now heard your Charge read, contain- 
ras appearsirit ; you find, That in the cloſe of it, it 1s 


| ourt, in the behalf vf.the Commons of: England, That 
you anſwer to your Charge. The Court expects your anſwer. 

| King, 7 would know by what Power I am called hither ? I was not long 4- 
£0 in the Iſle of Wight, how I came there, 1 @ longer ſtory than I think « fit 
at thu time. for me to Speak of ;; but there [ entered into a Treaty with both 


. Hoyſes of Parliament, with as much publick_'Faith as its poſſible to be had of 


any people in the world. 1 Treated there with a number of Honourable Lords 


- ai.Gentlemen, and Treated honeftly and uprightly, I cannot ſay but they did 
very Nobly with me, wt were uport a concluſion of the Treaty. Now I would 
- know:by what Authority, (1 mean) yr Fo; there are many unlawful. Au- 


thorities in the world, Thieves and R 


bers by the high ways ;, but'l would 
know by what Authority I was by _ ad 


from'thence, and carried from place to 


: flare; (and I know not what) ani when:{ know what lawful Authority, 1 ſhall 


_ 


anſwer, Remember I am your King, your lawful King, and what fins you 
bring upon your heads, a the % La boy or a oh Land, think. Nel 
upon it, 1 ſay, think well upon it, before you go further from one ſin to a greater, 
therefore let me know by what lawful Authority I am ſeated here, ind [ ſhall 
not be unwilling to anſwer ? in the mean time 1 ſhall not betray my Truſt ; 1 
have a Truſt committed to me by God, by old and lawful Deſcent, 1 will not be- 
tray it.to anſwer to a new unlawful Authority ;' therefore reſolve me that, and 
you! rn mack fm T1113 (des | A. 

If you had been pleaſed to have obſerved what was 


known by what Authority ; which Authority requires you in the name of | 


the 


(6); 
the Peoplevf Engl, ai which 
"Kings." Vo Sir 7 denythar. ablox de EK oy Xi | » 


Lord Preſs dent, If you acknowledge not the authority of the Court 
they muſt proceed. 

King. 7 dotell them ſo, England was never an, Elettive Kin Ala, Bl 
Hereditary "Kingdom 'for near theſe thouſand years, therefore let hes 7 
oy drtbericy | 1 am called bither? I 6 more for the libert 

Tape than any here that comie to be my priended Þ 72s 5 and ubgreford let 

what lawful Axthority I am jeated here, an I will anſi wer ':t, other- 
wiſe 1 will not anſwer it. 

' Lord: Preſident. Sir, how really you have managed your Traft; is 
known ; 3 your way of 7 anſwer is to interrogat tht Court,which beſeems 
not'you in this condition; You haye been told of it twice or thrice. * , 

King. Here is a Gentleman, Leint. Col. Cobbet, (ak. bim) if Farber did nor 


bring me from the Iſle of Wight by forge ? I do not come here as my ro 
' the Court z, Imill tand as much 16s Privilelt e' of the Hou Ele Lear 

rightly underſtood, as any Man here.whatſoevtr. 1 [ce no Hon of Lords bere 

that m confliexe a Parliament , and (the Ki ing too) ſhould have been: Ts 


his the bringing of the King to bis Parliament ? 1s this the bring ng an end to 
the Treaty i is the publick Faith of the world ?, Let me. ſee a leg 

warranted by the word of God, the Scriptures or warranted by the Conſtitu- 
tions of the Kingdom, and 1 will anſwer..... .-. 

Lord Preſident, Sir, You have propounded a Queſtion, and haye been 
anſwered ; ſeeing You will, not. anſwer, the.Court will conſider how to 
proceed, in the team! time; thoſe that: brovight. you hither'are to take 
charge of you back-again - -- 

The Court defires to know, whether this be all the anſwer you will 
give, or no. — 

King. Sir, / eſs re that you 2 ah ive me, and all the World, fatisf afti- 
onin rh; levionetell JO, i 3s ITS: you art about: T am ſworn to 
keep the Peace by that thity '6we to God and try ns rey, and I will db it to 
the laſt breath of my Body,” and therefort you dal do well to ſatisfie firſt God, 
and.yben the Country, by what Authori N you do' it, if you do it by a 0. 
ped Authority,” you ogy anſwer it. There is # Godin Heaven that will call 
you, and all that gfvt"you Power, to arcouit;, Suthsfie" me"in that; nnd Har 

c ay ray my Tru [Traft, ard. |. thi” Liberrie} of 1 Po ; 1d. 
"that, and 


"1 ſhall be willing; For” Fud/ 
to withſtavid Lawfnl Aithority, as it-is to ſubmit #0 4T: ear, 
ſe wlawful Authority, and therefore Janiifu eh, "and' og 


anſwer, © © - UNS x 


| LProfeon 'The- Court expat ouiſhould 4 thai L Gage aa" 
fo couwirifa is t6 
Se ey yok ho le” 


y? a 


TRE is umn Got in the Be oe pgs i 
. For arfver | Ks me's tell yon, you have ſhewn no hepfwl Auborieyes 
,Y. T6 

d ok & Fo 7% your apprebepdi on, we-are Cairhed that on 


po 73 pon my " G not Yours nejther that cught.codevide i) 7 
Lord pro ha gi hatljFRe: a yOu, and you ae to: beUi{poſed. 
of as they ve commanded.” 


-... The Eourt adjourns to the Painted Chamber on Monday at; xo of the 

AE a inſt h 

- " Ttis20 be e as the Charge wasrea 86 269 the King;: 
the head of ro Staff fell off; which Be wonderec & tho King, 


- 


RK an $4. dying Ge XY 
Asthe Wen dg 2 not g+ - 
(meaning the mad). fd People ip Ne . as. he went, = he the:. 
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Thi Ring after 4ſt yore Kid” pt. <7) 


ad \ 224 «* A F 2 2 wy » is 


: HE. & 
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Fong 
hang 
Sir, £ you Te ; your Charge 
© tion x to do, Thoug TR might; kaye caken the 7 kg 
Frog yetif 'youtherable wo anfiverto your Chitge,” 
Not anfwered; "you that be heartl/at large, make the beſt” 
- But Sirl fb t let ir 1 know from the Court, as their 
el nitted to iflue out into any other. 
| Fuch time as 'you "ha given A poſitive, anſwer” con-- 
| the matter that is charg'd upon you.” SF 
*King: he ir th T vali it 1dr i ruſh, it is the 'Liberty of: ihe Pepe! 
ple of Englaridthiz? and for”; for me to- acknowledge a new Court that T- 
never heard 'df before; .[ that am your King, that ſhould be an example to 
all the People of England, for tg upkold Fſtice, to maintai)i the old Laws ; 
indeed T do nor know How-to db it ;' bu] oke very well-the firſt day that Fame 
cole (0: Saturday - the < ONiEs g ls pl had laid yn meby,God, 
poop Bo Olay ebple* the" ſame" Obi 
= hf, if do * CO aero 7 Sys to him, and to my'Pedj 
ax, much as in-nclies, the antient Eaws of the Kingdom, the re, 
whit afoexd know' that this 35 not againſt the Fundamental Laws of . the! 


wolf Fart in nd joular * Charge : If you will fve' 
poi = you wilghve 


cliknot' dd it, "ati _ - 
5 he” ſaid; 19400 H 
Sierajlme > _ fe Cami 2 P how 


# Was te rn me ork Soperry 


a alrloſt "i, "Bod IG I: 
hither, ad "thee rn rr 
Lord Preſiden ay 5; Nw ole Foy th PhaAg'of 
the Cot. WE i , 
; 7 7” {113-0 _ moferccg 214547 
by 0183] 0 Bats My @HONL ZWWint 56] 
King, Fm fewir Sir: 1: SW Aha: va £1 FT 7 EL 13v%17 2,4 2674 _ 
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Lord Preſident. Nay Sir, by Dur Wow ou may not be permitted = 
to fall into thoſe Diſcourſes : "= ap ; Deli 


| r as a Delinquent, you have not 
acknowledged the Authority of the Court, the c— craves it not. of 


L bu = . | | 
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King. Duty Sir! 


T + 


"4 ” 
* #0 «4 > 4 = & 
= 
=” 
» ka. HT © 
= - ; . 8 
_—_— A 
| 
3% |. 4 :, 
- 


' [mer, not in thi 

: AVG tur yr tg ex 

. -4naw Court againſt their P 
K _ Sr, you-muſt 
diſown'd this _ 
ſerv'd Priviledges 0 


| efault, ————- and Gentlemen, that took 
chargeof the Priſoner, take him back again. my | 


King, 1 will only ſay this one word more to you, if it were only yy own 


particular, I would not ſay any more, nor interrups you. 

Lord Preſident. Sir, you have heard the nll of the Court, and 
you are, (notwithſtanding you will not underſtand it) to find that you 
— Fre before a Court of Juſtice. 


VL 


* Then the King went forth with his Guard, and Proclamation was 
made, that all Perſons which had then appear'd, and had further, to - 
do at the Court. vc "nk into the Pajnted-Chamber, to which place 
the Court did forthwith adjourn, and intended to meet in Weſtminfer- 
Hell by Ten of the Clock the next Morning. | | 

Cryer, God bleſs the Kingdom of England. 


C Wedneſe 
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Wedneſan Fannary 24th, 1648, 


Rey it was expected the High Court of Tu- 
Rice would have met in Weſtmenſter-Halhabout 
Clock, but arche ſame time appointed onc 
6f che Uſhers by the direttion of the Courr{chen litting 
aintedsGhamber): gave notice to the Poople 
pon Aflembled, Thar in Regard the Court was ghen- 
pen the Examination of V 547 Relationto 
jpeſere  Aﬀairs, jn-rhe Painted-Chandber, 'they could 
not {it there, . þut all Perſons appointed to be there, 


. were to 4 ag upon further Summons. 


PROCEEDINGS 


OE THE 

High Court of Jultice 

Sitting at V Veſtmindter-Hall, on 
pa Jan. 27. 1648. 


Yes made. Silence commanded. The Cant called. 
* Firſt, TheLord Preſident, (who was ina Scarlet Veſture, 
befittiog the buſineſs of the day.) ' Aftes — Members more 


hes rs vo their Names. 

The King camean, in bis wonted Poſture; h his-Hat on. ) 

A Cry made in the: Hall (as he- paſſed -to- 7 for ſuſtice 
and. Execution. 


© Yes. made; And Silence commanded. The .« 
Guard Commaodied to:taks ingo-Gaſtody: fach 2s 
bance. | 

Upon the Kings coming, he deſired to be heard. 

To Fc the Lord Prefidentanfwered,, That it might be in time, _ 
but thathe-muſt hean the Court -finlt. | 

The Ring preſt it, For char be helieved it moudd bein Order io mbat 
in rn T Ys ard that aw baſty: Rees <p, het a 


. of the: 
aca 


© - Macon eG ” 
Gentlemen; It iswelk known to all}, or moſt =—_—_ 
= earn. 7 ER: times. gy 


\- brooght 


(20) 
brought before this Court to make Anſwer to a-Charge of Treaſon,. 
and other High Crimes exhibited againſt Him in the Name of the 
People of * Englend. To which Charge;bein (or rec to Anſwer, He 
*fere hath been ſo far from obeying the Commands of the come of ſab- 


nin 
> Loayimer- and Debate unto the Authority: of the Court, .and to the Higheſt 


| Court, (ſa- 
| ingnorbatff 
| the People )- 
t but Jhe was A 


ced ; the Court hath reſolved that they will hear Him : Yet Sir, | 
Thus mnch'T-mult tell you before hand, which you have been mind- _ ; 
ed of at other Courts,” That if that which you have to ſay be:to 3. 
offer any Debate concerfiing the Juriſdiction, you! a1e not to*be- 

heard in it, you-have offered it formerly, and you have ſtruck at the 

Root, that is, the Power and the ſupream-Authority of: the Com-.: 

mons of England, 'which this' Court will:not admit: a- Debate. of, 

and which infeed it is-an' irrational thing in thein to do:,. being) a 

Court that afts upon-Authority derived from them. But:Sir, 1f'you: 

tave any thing to ſay-in Defence of your ſelf, concerning the mat- 

ter Charged,-the Court hath given me in command to let you know | 

they will hear you. RE Both 


ee 3 Bf} ALY Then the King Anſwered. KD 1 
Since that IT ſee you will not hear any thing of Debate , concerning that 
which T confeſt Þ-thought moſt material for the \Peace of the” Kingaom, 
and for rhe Liberty of the Subjeth, I ſhall wave ity 1 ſhall: ſpeak;nothing: 
20 it ; but only I muſt tell you, that this many a day all things have. been 42 
taken away from Me, but that that I call dearer to Me then my Life | \ 


2 
wigeh is my Conſcience and my Honour ;- and if 1had a reſpett to my life 
more then the Peace of the Kingdom, the Liberty of the Subjeft, certain- | 
ly T ſhould bave made a particular Defence for. my ſelf, for by that, at: j 
leaftwiſe, I might have delayed any ugly Sentence , which I believe ” | 


| ftanding, ſome Happiedge of the 


(21) 
Paſs upon me ; therefore certainh, Sir, as a man that hath ſome utider- 

| ft wh if that my t1446 zeal to my Cotn- - 
1ry had not. over born the care that; I have for my own Preſervation, I ſhould 
have gone. another way. to work they that I have done: Now Sir, T con- 
ceive,. that an haſt , Sentence once. paſt may ſooner be repented of then re - 
called, and truly the ſelf ſame deſire that [ have for the Peace of the King- - 
dom, and the Liberty of the Subjeft more then my own particular s, | 
makes me now at laſt deſire, That I having ſomething to | ay that concerns 
both : ' deſire before Sentence be given, that F may be heard in the Pain- 
ted Chamber before the Lords and Commons : This delay cannot be 'pre-" 
judicial unto youwhatſoever I ſay: If that F Jay no Reaſon, thoſe that: 
hear me muſt be Judges, I cannot bt Faage of that that | have ;; if itibe 
Reaſon, and rey or the welfare of the Kingdom, and the Liberty of- 
the Subjed, I am fare on't jt is very well worth the bearing ; therefore Ido. 
conjure you, 4s you love that that you pretend, (I hope irs real,). the 'Li-" 
berty of the Subjett, the Peace of the K ingdom, that you will grant me 
this Hearing before any Sentence be paſt ; T only deſire this, That you will 
take this into your confideration, 'it may be you have not heard of it before-' 
hand, if you will I will retire, and you may think. of it ; 'but -if I'ta#toti 
get this Liberty,” 1 do proteſt, That theſe fair ſbewsof Liberty ani Peace 
are pure ſbews, andthat you'will mot hear your King, + (45 


The Lord Prefident ſaid. 
That what the King had faid, was a declining of the Juriſdicti- 
on of the Court, which was the thing wherein he was limited be- 
fore. 


The King, urged. 
That what he hg to ſay, was not a declining of the Conrt, but for the 
Peace of the Kingdom, and Liberty- of the Subyett. 


Lord Preſeaent. 

Sir, This-is not altogether new that you have moved unto us, - 
though it is the firſt time, that in Perſon, you have offered it to the 

Court : And afterwards, That though what he had urged might” 
feem to tend ts delays, yet according to that which the King 

ſeem'd to deſire, the Court would withdraw for a time, and he - 

ſhould hear their pleaſure. 


- Then the Court withdrawing into the Court of Wards, The 
Sergeant at Arms had command to withdraw the Priſoner, and to' 
give Order for his Return again. BR 


/ 


(22) 


The- Court after about. half an hours: debate, retura'd from: the 


-Conrtof YYVad:Chambert And the King being ſeiit-for, the 
. Lord Preſident ſpoketo this effect. BY one | 


Ur, You, were pleaſed to make a motion here to the Court, 
touching the. propounding of ſomewhat to the Lords. and Commons 
19 the;Pairted Chamber, for the Peace of the Kingdom; you did in 
elieQreceive an Anſwer, before their adjourning, being pro forma 
raxtum,, for it did not ſeem to them that there was any difficulty in 
the thing; they have conſidered of what you have moved,and of their 
own Authority : The Return from the Court is this, That they 
have been too:much delayed by yeu already, and they are Judges ap- 
pointed by the bigheſt Authority, and Judges are no more to dela 
then they are to deny Juſtice ;, they are good-words in the-great oh 
Charter of England, Nulli Negebinus, nulli condemus , & nulli de- 
fernemus Fuſtitiam : But every man obſerves you have delay'd them 
in;your Contempt and Default, for which they might long fince 
have. proceederto Judgment againſt you.; and notwithſtanding 
what you bave offered,, they are reſolved to ae Sentence 

ution. 


and to Judgement, and that's their unanimous 


Made uporr the Scaffold. Ar. 


Whice-Hall-Gate, —_—" be- 
: Joe Ris Execution. 


t V? 
” 


Turſlay Suqwy the -—_ FO 


Gout Ten in the Morning, the King was brought 
from'$St., James's, walking on foot through the 
Park, with 4 Regiment of Foot, part befire and” 
part behind Him, with Colours flying, Drums 
beating, Firprivate Gaard of Partizans, with 

faine of His Gentlemen bf ore; ad ſome behind bare he 
Dy. Juxon next behind Him, and Coll. Thomlinſon Fas 
Had the Charge of Him) talking with the' King bare headed, 
from the Park, up the Stairs .into-the' Gallary,. and' ſo into 


the- 


"ht. 


—_— % 


__ ; 4 (28 C . 
* It is ob- gp * Cabinet-Chamber, where He us'd to bh where He 


fe yy boy continued at His Devotion, refuſing to Dine, (having before 


zo have the taken the Sacrament ) only about an hour before he came forth, 


uſe of - he drank a glaſs of Claret Wine, aud eat a piece of Bread. 


” & the lit- about Twelve at n00n. 


tle Room + + 

TOES. . ' From thence Pe 14s | axconnien by Dy. Juxon, Col.. 
waraTrap- T linfon, 4 wrote Offers; trot 4 appoimted to-wttend 
door. 2 , & W £-: bite wire of 


wif _— 
= 'F he. bs Dr. | nn, fo 
” (EI which the P; = affold was _— yy >] White HaleGare 
near(if not and the Gate leading into the Gallery from St. James's : The 
mn) I Scaffold was hung round with Black, and the Floor covered ] 
2h te with Black, and the Ax and: the Blockwaid i inthe midle of the | 

Ke. old. There + were divers Companies of Foot, and Troop s E. 
ginning f Horſe placed on the one ſide the Scaffold towardstKing- 


the lats 4 api wand onthe other fide towards Charing-Crols;- «xd k 


Troubles 
T Fuck ore - of # cople that came fo be K 9946 ng very 


ares, Hg vc 9103 ot £ 
Kings Gran fell - of _ NY killed, one, and wounded dbout 50 others, fy K 


The Kin ing ; being COME ve the S Sc effala, looked very _— 
ly on the Block and asked ker 5f if there were no higher ; 
and He |; ake thus, neg "His Tow chiefly ro Collonel 
Thomli Te 


. 
= * w % 5 Py 


(25) 


KING. 


Shall be-very little heard of any body here, I ſhall 


therefore ſpeak a word unto you here ; indeed TIcould 


hold my peace very well, if 1 4id not think that holding 
my peace, would make ſome Men think that I did ſubmit 


to the Guilt, as well as to the Puniſhment ; but I think it 1s 


my Duty to God firft, and to my Countrey, for to clear 
my ſelf both as an. honeſt Man, and a King, and a 
good Chriſtian. I ſhall begin firſt with my Innocency, im 
troth I think it not very needful for me to inſiſt long Upon 
this, for all the World-knows that I did never begin a War 
with the. two' Houſes of Parliament, . and I call God to 
witneſs, to whom I muſt ſhortly make an account, that 
I nevef did intend for to incroach upon their Priviledges. 
They began upon me, it is the Militia, they began upon, 
they confeſs that the Militia was mine, but they thought 
it fit "for. to have it from me 3 and to be ſhort, if any body 
will look to the Dates of Commiſſions, of Their Commil- 
ſions and Mine, and likewiſe to the Declarations, will 
ſee clearly that they began theſe unhappy Troubles, not I ; 
ſo that .the as. guilt of .theſe Enormous: Chimes that are laid 
againſt me, T hope m God-that God willclear me of it, I 
will not, I.am in«Charity.; God forbid that I ſhould lay 
it upon the two Houſes of Parliament, there is no neceſh- 
ty of either, T hope they are free of this guilt;-for I do 
believe that ill Inftruments between Them and Me, 'has 
been the chief Cauſe of all this blood ſhed ; fo that by 
way of ſpeaking, as I find my ſelf clear of rhis, I hope 
(and pray+God) that they- may too*: Yet'for. all this, God 
forbid that I ſhould be 41o ill a Chriſtian, as not to fay that 
God's: Judgments are juſt upon-me . Many times he does 
_ pay Juſtice by an unjuſt Se that is sf" 
Wi 


| "2 + Stafford will only ſay this, That anunuſt Sentence * that I ſuffer'd 
: for to take effeQ, is puniſhed now, by an unjuſt Sentence 


am an Innocent. Man, + : 


Now. for to ſbew you that I- am a. good Chriſtian : I 
* Pointing hope there is F ROT! | 
te 0-85 That I. have forgiven-all the World ; and even thoſe in 
Jox9- particular, that have been the chief cauſcrs of my Death ; 
who they are,.. God, kyows, I do not defire to know, T pra 


_. With St. Stephen, That this-be not laid'to their Charge ; 
to the Peace of the. Kingdom, 
me not-only to Pre particular Meo, .but my 


commands Me $9.c0 your to the. laſb gaſp the Peace of 
the Kingdoms : 50 


» ſome they may. endeavour the Peace of the Kingdom. Now: 


- 


for certainly-all the way you ever have had yet, as I cou 


the-firſt rrel that you have to it, that makes.it unjuft-at 


- - 


the end,, that was jult at: firſt : But if it be only matter of 


EonqueR,, then it is a great Robbery ; as. a Pirate ſaid-to- 


is much out. of the way. Noy Sir, for to put you in-the- 
way, believe it you will never do right, nor God will never 
pro- 


upon me; - that is, ſo far T.have. ſaid, to.ſhew-you-that I. 


a.good Man that will! bear me witneſs, 


God forgive them, But this is not all,, my Charity muft- 
fa hthat they may repent,. for- indeed they. 
ave committed a great ſin in-that particular ; I pray God! 


nay, not only ſo, but-that _ may _ the right way. 
r my Charity commands - 
Charity 


> : S0 Sirs)T do wiſh with all my Soul, andF 
* Turning dO hope (there is * ſome here: will carry it further) that 


' cbarwrare, ($irs) I muſt ſhew you both how you are out of th. way, . 
_ and will put you in a way-; Firſt,. you are out of the way, 
d 


find by any thing, is in the way of Conqueſt ; certainly 
this 5s anill way, for Conquelt (Sir): in my Opinon, is ne-- 
vex juſt, . exceptthere be a good juſt Cauſe, either for mat- 
ter of. Wrong or. juſt Title, and thenif you go beyond it; 


rrp t ng That be was the Great Robber, he was but « Petty. 
ber ; and fo, Sir. I: do think. the way that you are in, 


—— 


probe you,. until ve $52 his us, Raglan, 

that is, jw ra gi che Per Pevpls thele thee. Tath ©: 
phaer 2p. any of you: Foun ge Gol Ybe, 
by regulating rightly his Church (according to His Serip- 
ture) which is now out of order.: For to ſet you in a way 
particularly now I cannot, but only this, A mational Synod 
freely called, freely debating atwong vhemſelves, thilt 
this ; when, that every Opinor is treely and” clearly heded, 


For the King, .indeed £ will not (then turning to a Gentle- 
man that touched the Ax, ſaid, Hurt not the Ax that m pl 
hurt me. * For the King: ) The'Laws of 'the Land Wi 
dearly inftrud you for that ; therefore, 'becualt” it 
my own particular, T only give you a touch' of it. 


For the People. And-traly I deſire their Liberty and 
Freedom, as. much - any wr h whomſoever ; but I muſt 
an you, Fhat their Liblrwy and their Frezdom, confifls in 

having of Goverriment/; thofe Laws, ' by. which their Life 
and their Goods, may be moſt llelwomny, - It is not forha- 
ving ſhare-in: the Govercinear (Sir chav is adthing} 
to'them, - A'Subjeft and afo cleaw 
"_ ; and tltevefare; until they! dd/ ther, iT won, 
That you do put chFeople in'that Liberty as I fay, cex- 
tainly they will -Nevey Enjoy | themfolves. | 


* Meaning 
| 49 if be did 
| blunt the 
| edge. 


Sis, It was: for. this; this now! Lark caries kavolkft 


would have given way roar Arbireavy ways: far't6 haveall 
Laws changed pode t6 che Pat of COSINE, I 
> not tofiave-come here ; and therefore, Pref yob(Cand 

God it be nor laid wo your Charme) "Th efic 


Marry of the Fopl WL 3 y EY 


tate» 
x60] 
oe 


Introth Sirs; fhalt: not hold you chvck 1 
will _Y fay:this'to-you, That in' trivhy" 


2 


| (88) oh nts | 
tired ſome little time longer, becauſe I would have put this 
that T have ſaid, in a little more order,. and a little. better 
digeſted, than I have done; and. therefore I hope:you will 
excuſe me... - | 


I havedelivered my Conſcience; I pray-God that you-do 
take thoſe courſes that are beſt for the good of the King- 
dom and your own.Salvations. 


Door Tuxon. . 


Wilt Tour Majeſty (though it may be very well known Your 
Majeſty's - Affeitions to Religion, yet it may be expetted, That 
You ſhould) ſay. ſomewhat for the Worlds ſatisfaition.- 


KING. 


-: Tthank you very heartily (my: Lord): for that, I.had 'al- 
- moſt forgotten it. In troth Sirs; My Conſcience in Reli- 
| gion, Ithink, is very well knownto all the World 3 and 
) therefore, I declare before you all, That I die a Chriſtian 
+ Pointing ACCOrding to the-Profeflion of the Church of Englexd, as 
to Difter 1 found it left-Me by:.My Father and this -ho Man * | 
Juzxow Tthink will witneſs it. Then turning to the Offieers, ſaid, 
' Sirs, excuſe me for this fame.. I have a good Cauſe, and I 
have a Gracious God ; 'T will ſay no more. Turning to 

- Collonel Hacker, He faid;Takezare that they do not put 

Me to: pain, and Sir this, -and-it. pleaſe :you : .But then a 
Gentleman coming near the Ax,the.King ſaid, Take heed 

of the Ax, pray take heed ofthe Ax.. Then the King 
{ſpeaking to the Executioger, ſaid, I {hall ſay. but very ſhort 
Prayers, and when I thruſt out” my . hands. . Then 

he called to DoGtor J«xo0r for His Night-Cap, and having 

pat 1t-on, He ſaid to the Executioner, Does my Hair trou- 
le you? Who defired Him to-put it all undex His Cap, _ 
_ 4 Ee. 


_—_— CT. 


. ce} CP IEmmS=T OO ”. 
p 


the Kzi aid according 


(29 
hy, by Ve heh of the Exeentioner and 
rhe : then the turning, ro Dottor Juxon, ſaid; 1 
have a 06d Cauſs, Ui 4 gracious God: on My lide.”. | 


Dottor Juxon. 


There is but one Stage more. This Stage is turbulent and 
troubleſome ; it is a ſhort one : But Tou may canſider it will 


ſoon carry Tou a very great way from Earth to Heaven; and 


there You ſhall finda great deal of Cordial Foy, and C __ 
K LNG. 


4- 


I go from a Corruptible , to an Incorruptible Crown ; : 
where no Diſturbance can be, no Diſturbance 1a the 


World. . 
Datfor Juxon:” 


You are Exchanged from « Temporal t to an Everval Crown, 
a-good Exchange. 


The King thev ſud to'th) Exdcutidneri B* my Hair well : 


Then the Kin took off his T, loak and bis George , iving his 
Doffor Juxon, /ayi»g, Remember * : - — Tris 


George to 
Then the King put off: off: his Doubles. and being in his Waſtcoat, *wovght 

pat his Cloak on again, then looki 
* E xtcationer, Foul "muſt ſef it 


Prince. : 


Executioner, 1t zs faſt Sir. 
King, It might bavebeen.a little higher. 
Executioner, 17 tan bt no his her Sir. 


Kzng, Whenl put out hs. Hands this way * then — * Strecb- 


ing them 
our, 


After 


on the Block, {aid to h__ | oof | 


\S. 


- x —_— . . 
"_ hs «i xs ; 2 | A 
y _ _— ; 2 I . ". Ts 
S4-- a ba 
 & 20) 6. 37 * 


After that having ſaid two or three Wards (as he ftood) to 

FF. .. with FS, and Eyes lf p 19 immediatly fooping 

down, laid his Neck upon the Block: And then the Executioner 

-* Think. ,72in putting his Hair under his Cap, the King ſaid, * Stay 

Fd poree for the ſign. 

to ſtrike.  Executioner, Yes, 4 will, and it pleaſe Your Myjeſty. 

And after a little pauſe, the Ring ftretching forth His 

Hands, The Execcutioner at one Blow, ſevered his Head from 


That when the K;zng's Head was cut off, the Executioner 
held it up, and (bew'd it to the Speltators. 


| And His Body was put in a Coffin, covered with black Vet- 
wet, for that purpoſe. 


Sec Trafic gloria munds.” 
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